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\ \ 7 E find in Zoly Writ, that in the Fewi Law, it was expreſly provided by the ſu- 


| preme Legiſlator, That 4 Baftard ſhould not enter into the Congregation of the 
Lord, even to the tenth Generation: But it ſeems the uvhappy Kingdom of 
France allows the Baſtard himſelf z not only to enter into the Congregation, but fv 
ſettle himſelf upon the Throne, and to bear it higher than all the preceeding Kings be. 
fore him, which had a better Right to do it, as being the Off ſpring of Kings, and not 
the Sons of the People, the proper Term the Roman Laws gives to Baſtards, We have 
heard of the Salick Law, in force in that Kingdom, for a great many Ages, by which 
the Crown of France cannot fall from the Sword to the Diſtaff z but till the bleſſed Days 
of our Auguſt Monarch, we never had the Happineſs to be acquainted with a Law or 
Cuſtom, by which that was in the Power of a Queen of France, to provide us an Heir 
to the Crown, without the Concarrence of her Husband, and to impoſe upon us for 
- our King, a Brat of another Man's making. All the Reign of our Invincible Monarch, 
has been a conftant Series of Wonders; but amongſt them all, this is none of the Jeaft, 
That he who was in the Opinion of all the World, the Son of a private Gentleman, from 
his Birth till the end of the Prince of Condes Wars, has had the good Fortune to be 
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ever ſince no leſs than the Son of Lewis the Thirteenth. After this, let no Body call in 
queſtion the commonly ſuppoſed Fable of the Tranſmutation of bis from a Woman to n 
- Mans ſince to be Tranſlated from a Baſtard to a Son lawfully begorten, is equally as 

imcuit. | t 
Ameng a great many other Quarrels I have with the Engliſh Nation, this is one, 0 
That they area People too nice in believing Miracles; and their Haughtineſs is ſuch, as f 
they ſcorn, forſooth to believe Impoſſibilities; for albeit, thev, and all the reft of the E 
World about them, are firmly perſwaded, that the little Bauble Prince of Wales was ne: t 
ver of Queen Mays bearing, much leſs of King Fames's begetting; yet it the'e Iufi⸗ „ 
dels had been as well mannerly credulous as we in France have becn, of the wonderful ſe 
Tranſmutation of our Lows le Grand, they needed not have made all this Noiſe about p 


The little Impoſtor: Infant, but might have comforted themſelves in the hopes, that he, ti 
uho was a Spurious Piince of Wales to Day, might ſome Years hence, by a new French N 
way of Tranſubſtantiation, become a lawtully begotten King of Ergland But the mil- ſu 
chief of all is, thele tif-necked Hereticks, ever fince they tell oft trom the Communi- ni 
on of the Holy Church, make bold to call in queſtion all our Miracles, and ſuch a one as 01 
this would be, I am afraid they would ſtick at, amonſt ot hers, | or 
Good God how happy had it been for France, yea, for a great part of the World, 
that the French had been as great infidels, upon the point of Miracles, as the Heretick Or 
Engliſh\ and that our Lows the Fourteenth had been hurl'd out of France when but Dau? to 
pbix of Viennois, as the little mock Prince of Wales has bern out of England, when ſcarce ru 
ot of his Swedling Clouts ) M hat diſmal Tragidies has our French impoſtor caus'd in ſta 
Chriſtendom ? how many Cities laid in Aſhes, Countries ruin'd, Families extinguiſh'd, and bo 
mil ion of Lives ſactifi d to the Vanity and Ambition of a Baſtard ? co 
The Hugonors of France, of all People in the World, have moſt reaſon to be aſham'd of in 
their Conduct, with Relation to this ungrateful Monſter, in the time of his Minority, and 
of the Prince of Conde's Mars: And thele Peopie, who diſown a thuuland things ip the the 
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14ble to Reaſon, did ſtrangely contradict, not only common Fame, but even Reaſon it ſelf, 


in being brought to think, that it was poſſible that Lows ibe Fourteenth ſhould be the true 


Son of. Lows the Thirteenth, after near half a Jubilee of Years paſt in Marriage betwixt 
him and Ann of Auſtria, his Queen, without theleaft hope of Iſſue, with all the concur- 
ring Signs of a natural Impotency upon his-fide. But theſe Gentlemen have paid dear 
enough for their Opinions, and have had ſufficient time and occaſion to read their paſt 
Folly, in their preſent Affliction, and to call to mind, with Regret, their unaccountable 
Madneſs in albfſting him to re-aſcend the Throne of France; whom almoſt the whole Na- 
tion, the Princes of the Blood, and the Parliament of Paris, had combin'd together, to 
tumble down, and had certainly done it, if the Zugonots had not turn'd the Scale. Theſe 
poor Hugonots have had ſo many ſad Occaſions ſince to repent their Fault, that I confels 
it's ſcarce generous to upbraid rhe Miſerable with the Follies they cannot now amead, and 
which has brought upon them ſo many Misfortunes. And yet I muſt beg leave to tell them, 
That as their Zeal to Lowis the Fourteenib's unjuft Intereft, was the original Cauſe, in my 
Opinion, of Heaven's thus afflifting them by his Hands; fo it was indeed the true Motive 


that induc'd this Ungrote to ruin them. For thus it was, that he and bis Feſuitick Cabal 


reaſon'd among themſelves z It the Hugonots in the late Prince of Conde's Wars, when the 
Crown was at Stake, were able to turn the Ballance, and to draw Victory and Succeſs to 
the fide they eſpouſed, which at that time was ours: By the ſame Parity of Reaſon, if the 
ſame Zugonors ſhalLat any time hereafter be induc'd to join againſt us, and to take our 
Enemies part, they Will without all doubt, turn the Scale on the other fide, and prove as 
dangerous Enemies as formerly they were Friends; and thence by a Diabolical way of 
Reaſoning, it was concluded that it was the true Intereft of the Crown, that the HAugo⸗ 
mots ſhould be utterly deſtroyed. "A 
By the way, I muft, tho* contrary to my Inclinaiion, do a piece of Juſtice to Lewy the 
Fourteenth, in vindicating him from a common Aſperſion caſt upon him by the Zugonors, 
and it's this: Over and above the fouleſt Ingratitude imaginable, (in which Charge I 
heartily agree with them) he is chargeable with as to them, they will needs load him to 
the boot, with no leſs than Perjury and Breach of Faith, in not obſerving the famous Edict 
of Nants, which was granted to them by King Henry the 4th, and declared by him to be 


in all time coming, an irrevocable and fundamen al Conftitution of the State; Which 
Edict, ſay they, Lew# the 14*h ſwore at his Coronation inviolable to obſerve, -1 confels 


this is a heavy Charge; but to ſpeak no worſe of the Devil than he deſerves, in my Opiz 
nion our Lews le Grand is not chargeable upon that Score, as not being bound to the Ob- 
ſervance of that Ediet, even tho having [worn it: If we ſhall conſider, that by the Ex- 
preſs words of the Edict it ſelf, King Henry obliges himſelf and bis lawful Succeſſors only, 
that is, thoſe who ſhall ſucced to the Crown of Frauce in a lawful Deſcent of Roy al Blood. 
Now, I think no man will ay, That by this Clauſe of the Edict, and extraneous Perſon, 
ſuch as our Interloper Lewis the Fourteenth is, can be included; and therefore, as having 
none of the Roral Blood of France in his Veins, he cannot be juſtly charg'd with Perjury 
or Breach of Faith, in not obſerving one Edict, which was ed, and meant to oblige 
only the lawful Succeſſor of King Henry the Fourth. - | 

Here 1 cannot but relate a Diſcourſe I had once with one of the Fathers of the C apucian 
order; the very day after the Revocation of the Edict of Nants, and which may ſerve 
to anſwer one Objection naturally arifing from what I have ſaid upon this Head. All PA- 


ricuas filled with the Noiſe of this Affair, and in every corner, both Papiſt aud Prote- 
ſtant was reaſoning upon it; among the reft the good Capucian, and T would needs turn 
both Srareſ ven and Caſuiſis on the Subject. We loft betwixt us all the Arguments we 


could fall upon, to vindicate, if poſſible, the King's ſo apparently unjuſt An; And 
in the end we came to reaſon how far the Edict of Nants, upon the Account of his not 
being indeed the lawful Succeffor of Henry che 4th, the Granter of it. But, faid J, Es- 
ther, tho" 1 ſhould ogree, that the King is not obliged by tbat Edict at firſt, fur the Reaſon 
we have named. yer his Poſter ior Swearing to obſerve it, makes him as lyable to the, Ohh — 755 
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Of it, 4s if be were really the true Surceſſor of Henry the 4th, and of the Royal Blood of 

France. To this the Cappcin return'd me a very ſatisfactory Anſwer, Sir, ſays he, it ſeems 

you are but little acquain#td with tbe Caſuſtick Dotrin and Principles of the Feſuits, and 

have not the Happineſs to be acqueinted with Father le Cheſe, the King's Confeſſor, ſo well as 

1; and therefore Ill tell you one Evaſion, aWit, like bis, will ſoon find out to remove all need- 
teſs Scruples from the King's mind, ariſing from bu Swearirg the Edi of Nants, and it's 

this: The words of the Oath, which the King did take at his Coronation, was theſe; and ſecirg 

this Edit was declar d by King Henry the 4th, eur Grand father of glorious Memory, to be 
irrevocable, aud that the 25 Suceeſſors the ſucceeding Kings of France, ſhould ſwear the 
ſame at their Coronation, th-refore we do hereby promiſe and ſwear faithfully and inviclably 
to obſerve the ſaid Edict all the days of our Life time. Now, theſe being the very words of the 

Kg Oath, (continues the Capucin) bow proper and eaſy was it for the Reverend | ather 

le Cheſe to tell bim, Sir, you are not at all obliged by this Oath, becauſe it leans upon, and 
contains in its wy Bo/om 4 Suppoſition, upon the removal of which, the whole 02th it ſeif 

does neceſſarily fall, viz. Your Majeſty's being the Grand child of Henry the 4th, which nei⸗ 
tber you your ſelf, nor no Body elſe does believe: So that if your Majeſty bas ſworn an 0ath, 
wherein there is an expreſs Suppoſition, that you are the Grand: child of Henry the 4th, which 

Jon are not, the Oath it ſelf, as leaning on that falſe Suppoſition, muſt neceſſwrily fall with it, 
and becomes in it ſelf void. 1 bope you are wiſer (concludes the Capucin tu me) but to think 

_ * phat Father le Cheſe might uſe all bis Freedom with bis ignorant bigotied Pupil, enſlav'd to 
bis Direct ion, eſpecialy that be ij acquainted with all the Villanies of bis Life, and in particular 

with bis continual Privacies with the Dauphineſs. Thus far the Capucin's Diſcourſe and 
mine, and I muft ſay, upon Reflection, I cannot divine an Evaſion, which Father Je Cbeſe 
could have fallen upon more plauſible, to perſwade his enſlav'&Pupil to reyoke the Edi 

of Nants, than this the Capucin hinted at. 

But I know the Reader will tell me, what means all this pother upon a meer Suppoſi— 
tion, that Lomi te Grand is a Baſtard, without making it appear, or proving that he is 
ſo? I acknowledge, that of all the Tasks one ever ventur'd upon, that of proving a Man 
to be a Baſtard is the hardeſt; for when a Woman deſigns to bring another than her Auſ- 
band to her Bed, ſhe uſes not to order ſuch and ſuch Perſons to ftand by, that they may 
bear Teſtimony of her Crime: And tho' ſome Women may come the length of In- 
ad vertence or Impudence, in being too open in their Amours, yet when they have to do 
with a Gallant that concern'd in Honour, and oblig'd by his Character to be more reſery'd 
in bisPleaſures, it's not to be imagin'd but ſhe will be taught to play her part, if not Cbaſt- 
Iy, yet Cantioufly. All the World knows that the Cardinals of Richelew and Mazarin were 
capable of keeping their own Secrets ; and yet it's to be regrated, that their Amours 
with our Invincible Monarch's Motber were hard enough to be concealed, ſo many are the 
Spies about the Courts of Princes, | 
That Ann of Auſtria found a way to provide an Heir to Lows the 13th, without put- 
ting him to the Pains of getting it himſelf, will appear clearly enough, if we take a view 
of all the Circumſtances that meet in this Affair, which all taken together, leaves us no 
room to doubt of that Queens Concern, for perpetuating her Husband's N any Coſt. 

Common Faane was ever lookt upon as a great Preſumption of the Truth of a thing, e- 
ſpecially if joined to other concurring Circumſtances : And never did that prating Goddeſi 
extend her Voice louder, than in proclaiming to the World the Spurious Birth ot our Au- 
guſt Monareb, Time was when ſhe did not whiſper it in Corners, but expreſs'd it in pub- 

lick Piſtures, Plays, Farces, and what not? Modeſty will not allow me to mention the bau- 
dy Shapes of thoſe two ſorts of Bread, call'd to this day, the Queen's Bread, and the Cardi- 
na Bread, (old thro* Paris,and in moſt places of France; ſo that at that time one could 
ſcarce ſit down to eat, but he was put in mind of the Queen and the Cardinals Amours. It 
were in vain to enumerate the thouſand part of the Satyrs and Paſquils on this Subjett, for 
a great many Tears; each Pen out-vying one another, inthe Glory of propagating to Po- 
fterity the Love: paſſions of thoſe two mighty Cardinal Miniſters of State let this one ups 
a Cardinal Fichelew aftixt on his Palace, ſerve for all. 5 What 
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bat means 1b ungrate French to te fx 
The only true Support of State? 
What gre iter favour could there be ? 
Sbown to the King, Queen, State, all three, 
2 8 Than to provide, by bus un wearied care, 
IT: - I)! King a Son, the Queen a Husband, and the State an Heir? 

Im potency is one of thole-lmperteQions a man is moſt unwilling to take with, being that 
which uu mans him, and readers him the Scorn of bis own, and the Abhorrence of the. other 
Sex: It can only be provedyby Preſumpt ions; and theſe are for the moſt part reducible, ei⸗ 
ther to bis Indifference for Fair Sex in general, ot for bis own Wife in particular; the weak. 


neſs of bus Conſtitution, oxſhis co habiting with a Woman of 4 ſound Body and proportion d Age 


for à conſider able time, maus having any ſue by ber. All theſe Preiumptions, and ſome 


more than perhaps Pecen ; will allow me to name, will be found in Lowis the izth, the 


ſuppoſed Father of ort Aug ut Monarch. | 

[ think there can be no greater Proof of a Man's Indifferenq for 1he fair Sex in general, or 
his own Wife in pa 
Marciage, to the Bed of a beautiful and young Pr inceſs, has her conſtantly in his View, and 
in his Power, and yet at the lame time can for ſome/Years together, abſtain; from thoſe Em · 
braces, Which Marriage has not only made lamful, but a Duty; And this unwonted Coldneſs 
in Youth is the more to be jealouſed that, previous to the Marriage, the Man did expreſs an 
eager Impatiense to enjoy his yourg Bride; for the ſubſequent Coldneſs and Abſtinence does 
clearly inſinuate a Con'ciou'nels ot his being miſtaken of himſelf, and that upon Tryal he 
le#fornd his Power not anfwerable to his Will. | 

Of all chis, we have a pretty clear Inſtance in Lows the Thirteenth; Upon his being Mar- 
ried by Proxy to Ann of Auſtria, Infants of Spain; afterwards Marber to our Invincible Mo: 
narch, he expre(s'd the greateſt Eagerneſs to enjoy, her, and having gone the length of Bur- 
d:aux to meet her, his Deſire vented themſelves it the following Letter, ſent her ſome tew- 
days before het Arrival. | 

Madam, | | . 
Ince I cannot, according to my longing Deſire, find my ſelf near you at your Entry into my 
Xing dom, 10 put you in Poſſeſſion of the Power I have, and of that entire Affection I baue 
in my Breaſt to love and ſerve you 1 ſend you Luyenes, one of the moſt truſtieſt of my Servants, 
to ſalute you in my Name, and to tell you, that you are expected by me with the greateſt Impati- 
ence, to offer unto you My Selt ; I pray therefore receive bim favourably, and believe what be 
ball tell you, Madam, from your moſt dear Friend and Servant, LOWTIS, 

T he Strain of this Letter [ſeems to be warm enougb, and the word Offer of bimſelf, is pretty 
expreſſive, as coming from a young Bridegroom to a young and beautiful Bride. Now, Who 
would have dream'd but this Skirmiſbiag by Letters ſhould have produc'd a fix d Battle at 
meeting ? But, alaſs! ouc Youngfter having Bedded his Queen hut for the ſpace of two hours, 
ries up from his Nuptial-Bed, too late conſcious to himſelf of his Uafitneſs for tbe Sports of 
exus ; And albeit he was in his Queen's Company every day for four Years thereafter, his 
ale Delices never led him once again, during all that time, to try a ſecond Ræencounter: Lea, 
t was expected by every Body he ſhould never have ventur'd to Bed the Queen again, if 
it Favourite Luyenes had not trickt him into it, the very Night of his Siſter's Marriage wich 
he Prince of Piedmont ;, for Luy:necs finding the King in a godd jolly Humour, and talking 

are wantonly chan ordinary, he gra'ps him out of Bed in his Arms, and throwing a Night- 
zn about him, brings him unexfectedly into the Queen's Bed. It was indeed pretended, 
hat the Reaſon of this four Years Abſtinence, was far tear the Marriage-Bed might hindec 


be. King's Growth, and encrvate bis Strength; And yet it's hard to believe, that ſuch a poli- 
ick Confider at ion could prevail with a Man that had any boiling Blood in his Veins; but eve - 

y Body will- be apt, at the fitſt daſh, to draw this Conſequence from it, that there wes- 
nore init of 4 Minter⸗Chilueſt than uſually ſuits with Youth, . 4 
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rtzcular, than when a Man, in the heat of bi, Youth, has a Right, by-. 
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There is another great preſumption of ones Impoteney, when a Man evinces himſelf to be 
Indifferent, not only for his own Wife, but the whole fair ex in general. Lows the 13th gave 
ample proofs of this ſort of Vertue, if it be one, having been never ſeen to caſt one ſingle 
warm glance at any of the Beauties of the Court, and never heard to utter one Expreſſion 
that could be interpreted Amorous. S | | 


Of this indifference of his for the fair Sex, there is one pretty inftance in an Expreſſion he 


had to Monſieur his Brother, upon the occaſion of his-Marrying the Duke of Lorrain's Daugh- ' 


ter, againſt the King's Will, Moni eur having told him, by way of excuſe, that he chus'd ra- 
ther to Marry at any rate, then to live in Whoredom, and one of the two he ſaid his Con- 
ftitution-oblig'd- him to. Brother replies the King, uu and I it ſeems are of different tempers , 
for I could live all my Life. without either of them. Here was a modeſt, tho* untimous confel: 
tion of hi3-/ndifference, if not Impotonce, and indeed Monfieur-was not wanting to improve it 
in A his Parsiſans, a few Months after, upon his retiring to 
Bruſſels. | | | 

There is another Story much of the ſame nature, that paſſed between the King and his Fa- 
vourite Luyenes, about the Divorce from the Queen, when it was firſt talkt of: Luyenes told 
him, That the only way to ſtop the Queens Mouth in the matter of the Divorce, was for 
the King to give an Evidence, that her Barrenneſs was not from his fault, by trying to ge: 
Children by ſome other Woman; and hereupon he mentioned one of the Handſomeſt La- 
dies about Court, as a fit Miſtreſs tor him. The King anſwered coldly, Mas je vous 4ſſare 
Luyenes, je ne ſonge pas a telles choſes: But J aſſure you, ſays he, Luyenes, 1 do vot think upon 
theſe things: And ſo the Diſcourſe was dropt. 

I ſhall only name one other Inſtance more of the King's Indifference for the fair Sex, be- 
cauſe it Was ſo publick, and had ſo much of Raillery in it: The King being one day playing 
at Cards with Mademqoſelle Rumbouler, it happen'd that the King alledgꝭd upon her, ſhe had 
dropt a Card on deſign, ſaying, he would have it, be where in will, the Lady finding ſhe 
was diſcover d, ſlipt the Card into her Breaft ſaying, Sir, 1 am aſſured you will not rake it out 
here: Which was true, for the King gave over any further ſearch, when he ſee the Card 
was in her Boſom. . 50 

A great many attributed this indifference of the King's for his own Lady, and all other 
Women, to the weakneſs of his Conſtitution, and indeed he was of the tendereft and fick- 
lieſt ĩmaginable, being from his Birth weak in his Limbs, and Aftmarick to his dying day. 
The Duke of Eſpernon rally ing one day with the King's Phyſician, told him, he was afraid 
the King might over heat himſelf in the Embracesof a Young and Beautiful Queen, The Phy- 
ſician nodding his Head, anſwer'd him, It muſt be a great Heat that will thaw bis Majeſty's Ice. 

But tho Lomi the 13th had been a juſt Admirer-of bis own Queen, and of the fair Sex in 
general, and had neither been branded with /mpoteney, nor known to be of a weakly Conſtiru- 
tion; what a wonderful thing was it, that what a Man could not do in che the beat of hu 
Youth, he ſhould in the beginning of the Autumn of bi Age, and that there ſhould be 23 rears 
berwixt their Marriage and theBirth of the firft Child? 1 remember the Poets tell us, that Fur 
piter when he was to beget Hercules, was neceſſitated to make a Night three times longer than 
the ordinary, ſo difficult was it even for the the Father of the Gods to beget an Hero, but our 
Invincible Hero, Lowis le Grand, required a longer time to be gotten than Hercules, and 23 
Tears was little-enongh-time to produce our Auguſt Monarch. What a ſhame was it for C 4r- 
dinal Riebelew to throw away ſo much pains to ho purpote ? and how caſie had it been to 
have made the King a Father, and the Queen a Mother, in the twentieth part of that time, 
it he had but under ſtood the new Engliſh- way of getting and b-aring of Children? But it 
leems the Art of impoſing lufant Princes was not then brought to that perfection it has 
been of late, and Anna of Auſtria was not fo good a Proficient in the Trade, as Mary of Mo- 
dena. What needed the former have made herſelf the talk of all France, for her Intrigues 
with her twoCardinals ? It had been the eaſieſt thing in the World to make her a Mother 
without the trouble of one ſingle ibrow: A cloſe Balifter about the Bed, and a convenient Paſ- 
ſage at the bead of is, with a wary Midwif,and one or two more 1ruſty Confidents, might have 
done juſt as well. | 55 But 
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But the Curſe of all was, our Lows the 13th was neither to be impos d upon in ſũch an 
Affair, nor could be brought into the Deſign himſelf; his Malice to bis Frother, the next Heir, 
tho* at War with him, came not up to that length as to cheat him of the Throne: And tho 
Lomi the 13th had been ca pable of ſo great va łueſt, or rather Madneſs, his Brother Monſteu- 
was too much concern'd to let the Queen Impoſe upon him, one to exclude him from the 
Crown: During the Queens bigneſs, Monfieur had his conſtant Spies about her, to watch 
her motions, and tell him every thing that paſt; Upon the Nes. of the Queens being in 
Labour, Monfieur was not out of the way, but in her Bed-Cbamber, and his Sedulity and 
Watchfulneſs was ſcarce allowable in Modeſty, the leaſt Cireumftance about the Morber and 
Child did not eſcape his prying Cur ieſiiy, and the. Field of Nature it ſelf was laid open to his 
yiewz ſuch is the Misfortune of Princeſſes, . when bearing Children, in prejudice of other 
Men's Rights. Monſceur retiring himſelf to his Chamber, in a Melancholy [Moody (as he 
had good reaſon) was asked by Eſpernoy what he had ſeen; Alus] ſays he, I am ſure 1 
ſaw it come out, but who the Devil put it in, | know not. | 

Queen Mary of Modena took a ſhorter cut, and a more modeſt Method of Lying inz ſhe 
would neither allow the Princeſſes concerned to ſearch into her Bigneſs, nor permit any in 
their Name to be preſent at her Labour; the poor Princeſſes of Denmark was hurried away 
to the Bath, upon the pretence of her Health, and the Queen Dowager was not brought in till 
the Game was over; and who can blame a Modeſt Italian to be more reſerved in the Secrets of 
Nature than a Blunt Spaniard? How happy was it for the firſt, that inſtead of two-Prixceſſes 
at a diftance; ſhe did not meet with a Bluſtering Duke of Orleance, to peep more narrowly in- 
to the Scheme of her Contrivances, and render her and her Plot ridiculous; | 

But to return to the Happy Birth of our Lows le Grand, it ſeems all the Endeavours of 
Cardinal Richelew, to provide an Heir for France, were unſucceſsful, whether hi Brain and 
his other Parts were not of à Piece; or his preſſing Cares of State, — to ſome natural 
Impediment, were the Cauſe of it, cannot tell but it was reſetr ved for a Perſon e A neun 
er Condition, tho of a more robuſt Conſtitu tion, tu effectuatr, what this 'Confulmmart Chur hb 
Man had attempted in vain, Monſieur le Grand, a Gentleman of a comely Perſon, and Tprightly, 
Spirit, and a courtly Genius was lookt upon as the fitteft Perſon to make up the defects ot am 
Impotent King and a Wearied Favorite Cardinal. This Carper Knight was admitted into the 
Embraces of. the Queen, and by her teeming Belly; ſhe found, within a few Months, that ſhe 
had hit upon a fit Itallion to propagate the Royal Family of Frauce. 2 

It's generally thought this Gentleman was not ſo much the Queens own choice, as that of: 
Richelew,and that this Refined Miniſter perſwaded the Queen to entertain Montur le Grand 
tor her Gallant, out of a meer Principle of State, as being more likely to make the Queen a 
Mother, than he bimſelt was; and this is the rather believed; that it is generally knowny 
that immediately after the Q':een was found to be with Child, M. le Grand was dilmift the 
Court, upon the Honourable pretence of being, made Lieutenayt Crimenal of Provence, the 
witty Cardinal tearing his intimacy with theQueen might Dread him in her Favour: and 
indeed after tbit Fobb was done, the Cardinal had no more ule 
it too evident. 

Pliny tells us a Story of the lf, that he ne ver ſecs his:Sire,becauſe ſays he, he is Murdered 
by the reft of the Wolves, out of envy; that he was preferr'd'by the ſhe. wolf before them. 
The ſame Fate had the Father of this Rapacious Creature, Lowibe 14th. for being noos d into 
Conſpiracy of Monſieur Monmor ancy,he was beheaded at Tholouſe, by the Cardinals expreſs 
Command,who wasunwilling the Qu ſhould have an ablerGallamtthan himſelf tor the future. 

I cannot but regrate the Fate of this poor Gentleman, in being firſt brought to the Bed- of a Queen, and 
thereafter in having his Head chopr off, meerly that he might not tell Tales, or give any Fealouſ to bis Ri- 
= — the Queens Favour; yet I judge him Happy in this, that he did not Live to ſee the Monſter he had 

Otten. 8 | 

here happen'd a memorable Paſſage at his Death, which was this. Being all along after his Condemna- 
tion, laid aſleep, with an aſſurance of a Pardon, even upon the Scaffold, to the end he might not diſcover any 
of his Criminal Secrecies with the Queen, at laſt, being de ſir'd to lay down bis Head for the blow, he came to 
underſtand, too late, that he was cheated our of his Life, and juſt when he was beginning to expreſs himſelf 
intheſe Words: O /A Vanit d' eftre aime d une fame crucle, Ee. 0 ! the Vanity of being Lov'd by a 8 
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\ Cue, and devoted to the Villanous Counſels of a Church Man. Here the fatal Ax did put an end to-the, Sen- 
— tence, and to his Life together. | by 
| i This end had Monſieur le Grand, Father of our Auguſt Monerch: and it's but juſt his Son ſhould bear the 
Name of Te Grand, not as an Epithet, but as the Sirname of bis Father, le Grand, by way of Epithet, being 
never his due; and thus was Cardinal Richelcw revenged upon h m, for being a fitter and abler Gallant to 
the Queen than himſelf, tho? a firſt he was not only the Privado, but the firſt Incouragecr of their Amours. 
If Zthenefs be a Sign of a near Relation, never was there two Fa es liker to one another, than theſe of gy 
Invincible Monarch, and M. le Grand: and I muſt acknowledge t e Wiidom of the Queen, in cauſing M. 1 
Viſne her Painter, to call in all the Pictures of M. le Grand, that h: could poſſibly ger into his Hands, when 
ſhe found her Son betray d his true Father by his Phy ſiogmony ; {or thoſe who have ſeen beth the Originals, 
will ſay; there was need of all this caurion. 
Thus the Cardinal Richelew had the Honour of being a Gallant to à Queen, and upon trial of his own want of 
a prolifick quality,had the goodneſs to provide another better qualified than himſelf : Notwithſtanding of this 
Obligation the Nation has to bim, I cannot forgive his Inſolence, in ordering theſe Words to be — in ca- 
p tal Letters upon the Pedeſial of Lowis the TBirteentb's Statue, in the Palace Royal, cardinalis Rich icus Co. 
adjutor ſiats in omnibus ſiuis Negotis, The Cardinal Richelew his Helper in all his Affairs : As if it had not 
is : enough to have Cuckold'd his Maſter, without erecting him a Statue, meerly to tell the World thut he 
id ſo. 8 5 | 
As Similitude-in Faces is often a Sign of a Relation in Blood, ſo the Libeneſs of Condition is as often an In- 
centive to Love, and rhe Motive to Friendſhip : Let no Body therefore blame Lowis the Great, for Pattonix ing 
the little Prince of Wales; it's but reaſonable the Great Baſtard ſhould protect the Little One, and endeaveur 
to ſet upon the Engliſh Throne juſt ſach a Creature as is already upon the French one. © 
It's juſt with our Great Baftard, as with the Fox in the Fable, who had the misfortune to loſe his Taile; 
he would needs perſwade his Neighbeurs to cur off theirs, that thereby he might hide his own Trfirmity. It's 
certain Lowis the Fourteenth would be content that all the Sceptets of Chriſtendom were only ſway'd by Ba- 
flards, that his'own Spuriouſneſs might be the leſs taken notice of. And if it be true, that ſome Lawyers affirm 
of the old Law of Normandy, that by it Baſtards did exclude the Lawfully Begotten, no Body has reaſon to 
75 exclaim againſt Lowis le Grand his Succeſſion to the Crown of France, ſince he is a Norman by Birth, as 
L Born at St. Germain en Laye, the hithermoſt Town of that Province. # | 
E: Methinks I hear the little Prince of Wales, or rather his true Parents, exclaiming againſt me heavily, for 
| calling him ſo often a Baſtard, and thus pleading againſt the Injuſtice of my Pen: What Devil muſt inſpire 
a Man to call one a Baſtard that is really begotten in lawful Wedlock l and tho be had the good Fortune ta 
be brought into Queen Mary's Bed by a 175 Midwife, ta be there own'd for her own Son, yet all this makes 
him not a Baſtard : And pray. who would hate refus'd to lend their Son to be the Hoir of three Crowns ? 1 
confeſs there is reaſon in all this; and I am very inclinable to excuſe both the little Impoſior and his Parents, 
fince ſe would have refus'd ſuch an Offer; and I oblige my ſelf, That if ever 1 5 to be in England 
when the Gentleman comes to be King, I ſhail beg his Pardon, for giving him a Name he deſerves not. 
But ſince his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty has Adopted him his Brother, by giving him the bare Title of the 
King of England, without one Inch of Poſſeffion; I ſuppoſe I may be ſkill excuſed „il I Prognoſticate, without 
the skill of Magick, or knowledge of the Stars, that his Welſh-Highneſs is at his higheſt piteh of Grandeur 
| For tho” Miracles are not yet quite extinguiſh'd in Popiſſi Countries, (if we may believe ſome Catholick 
Zealots) yet theſe Nations of England, Scotland and Ireldhd having been ſo often impos'd upon by ſo many 
ridiculousFables, roo fulſom to be inſerted in this place, that-bleſſed be God, they are grown more wiſer 
than to be trick d out of their Reaſon any more, by Rom Whims and Gimctacks, whic hitherto have 
lad roo great Inffuente in the Courts of molt Princes in Soaiftendom. 
6b th : : | 5 


2 hy Jhoul not Lewis raiſe his Baflard Brother ? 
E | Rind Nature makes one Baſtard Love another; 
LN Tho little James, is King in France by Name, 
3p And Lewis tells him of bis future, Fame: 
8 2 Yet Engliſh Subjects are of this Opinion, 
> 4 ie ſcarce mill ever find out bis Dominion. 
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